		

	
	
	
	
	















	















Online Shop







[image: A diagram of food web diagram  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

	
[bookmark: _Hlk209609480]A Snapshot in Time: 
The YHONA Food Web
Who lives here? On July 1 6 the Interpretive Center's Wildlife Sightings board listed mostly birds: Common Murre, Bald Eagle, Brandt's Cormorant, Brown Pelican, Harlequin Ducks, Black Oystercatcher, Tufted Puffin, Blue Heron. Harbor seals and coyote were also listed.
What about whales? In the summer we see Gray whales along the Oregon coast, often cows with calves. The best time to see Humpbacks is August and September.
Learn more at BLM YH ON A and OSU Seagrant



And then we ask, Why are they here?
Harbor seals eat fish, squid and crab. Seabirds also eat those and mussels, oysters, marine worms and more. Osprey primarily eat fish. Eagles eat fish and other birds.
Great Blue Herons and coyotes are opportunistic: they will eat a variety of insects, reptiles, amphibians, small
mammals, and birds.
As one can see, the smallest organisms have an enormous influence on the health of a habitat.
Come visit and we can add the wildlife that you spot to our board and see where it is in the YHONA Food Web.






		





















Learn more at: OSU Seabird Oceanography Authors: Will Kennerley and Rachael Orben



Upcoming Events!
Join us in celebrating
Latino Conservation Week

Caminata Oceanica 9:00 am
20 September, 2025 Entrada Es Gratis Desayuno Gratis

750 NW Lighthouse Dr, Newport, OR 97365

Please scan QR Code below to RSVP to this event








Do you have a specific topic/image you would like us to include in our next newsletter? Please submit ideas to: foyl@yaquinalights.org


Donate or Become a Member Today
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How are Common Murres and
Cormorants doing at YHONA?

For the 19th year, Oregon State University's
Seabird Oceanography Lab monitored
breeding seabirds at Yaquina Head to
understand what conditions lead to birds
successfully raising and fledging chicks.

In recent years, Common Murres have struggled
to raise chicks at Yaquina Head. When
predatory Bald Eagles cause murres to flee and
leave their nests unprotected, murre eggs and
chicks become very vulnerable to predation by
opportunistic gulls and crows. However this

. year was a very successful breeding season,
Adult Common Murres and chick - due to fewer eagle disturbances and abundant
nearly old enough to leave the herring, smelt, and other fish to eat.

colony for life at sea (August 2025)

Cormorants have also done well.

OSU's researchers share data with NOAA, US Fish and Wildlife (USFWS), and others who
evaluate ecosystem health, and conserve and protect nesting seabirds. This year the
Bureau of Land Management and USFWS, Environment for the Americas and the NSF
Research Experience for Undergraduate programs supported key internship positions.
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2025 Tidepool Guide Program
FOYL's Tidepool Guides are once
8 acain going strong, and this year we
were able to hire 5 local high school
students for the program. They have
all been trained and are now out and
about in the park providing
invaluable visitor safety tips as well
as showing visitors how to enjoy the
¥ Cobble Beach tidepools in a manner
that protects the creatures that call
& that area home.

This time of y
grateful for the incredible FOYL
aff me at not only

in our shop but also provide v
education with almost every
can be a lot, but they are more then
up for the task. If you are in the

, stop in and say Hil

The TP Guides also participate in other conservation
and visitor education projects around the site; they
pulled invasive thistle growing in a butterfly habitat (as
shown above), they staff educational tables, and they
greet visitors at the front desk of the Interpretive
Center. It is wonderful to see these local students
becoming so connected to public lands in their own
backyard, and to watch as they develop into the next

@© www.yaauinalights.org generation of environmental stewards.
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Welcome New Site Manager Ricardo!

Ricardo Escobar arrived at Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural
Area (ONA) as the new site manager in June 2024. Prior to
arriving in Newport, Ricardo worked as a park ranger for the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Coos Bay District.

Before his service with the BLM, Ricardo worked as an
interpretive ranger for the National Park Service at many sites
throughout the southwestern United States, including Rocky
Mountain National Park.

Ricardo’s passion for connecting underrepresented communities to natural and cultural
resources via interpretive and educational programming is what drew him to Yaquina Head ONA,

Ricardo looks forward to growing the interpretive and educational opportunities at the site, as
well as helping to complete large-scale, site improvement projects that have been in the works for
many years (e.g., lighthouse restoration work). During his free time, Ricardo enjoys spending time
with his wife Lily and dog Anis. They enjoy being outdoors birdwatching, paddleboarding,
camping, and hiking.

ering v

It out at:
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